Soldiers' dental complaints compared with clinical findings in the Military Hospital in Bologna, Italy.
There is no previous data published on the frequency and reasons for dental emergencies in the Italian Army. In this study, all the 329 soldiers who sought dental help during a 5-month period in the Military Hospital in Bologna were investigated. Prior to clinical examination, the soldiers filled out a questionnaire concerning their subjective perception about their dental treatment needs. Data from the questionnaire were then compared with the actual status findings. The results showed that endodontic problems comprised the majority of the cases (37.1%), followed by surgical problems as the second most frequent emergency (33.1%). The subjects' own perceptions showed good agreement with the clinical record in cases with endodontal or surgical problems, excluding problems related to wisdom teeth, while those related to caries and periodontal disease were less frequently correctly assessed by the soldiers.